
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
FAITH UNDER FIRE TOUR  
1-DAY TOUR - SUGGESTED PROGRAMME  
 
 

Day 1  

 

Depart School 

Collect Guides 

Outbound crossing: 

 

Arrive Ypres 

 

Lijssenthoek CWGC Cemetery 

The origins of the Great War, Great Britain & Belgium’s neutrality and the scale of the conflict; The 

concept of the “just war”, using the Great War and more recent conflicts to provoke discussion  

The role and ethos of the CWGC; Women in the Great War – Staff Nurse Nellie Spindler QAIMNS.  

Lions led by Donkeys? – graves of three Generals; Chaplains in war – Rev Charles Doudney. 

Medical Officers in action – Capt. James Ernest Croft MC. 

 

“Pops” Temptation behind the lines   

The town of Poperinghe was the administrative hub of the BEF in the Ypres salient and offered 

soldiers entertainment and relaxation away from the trenches. Live now forget tomorrow – morals 

in wartime. Wine women and song; Sexually transmitted diseases. 

 

Sanctuary Wood Trench System  

Insight into the living conditions of soldiers in wartime: Living conditions, trench construction, 

casualty rates, proximity of death. “Tools of the trade” – trench fighting. Regular Army and 

Kitchener Army expectations. Volunteers and conscripts. The need for faith in the front line – 

Catholic regiments & soldiers. Padres in the trenches – meeting of “Woodbine Willy” and Theodore 

Bayley Hardy. Can a religious person justify war? The last Rites, absolution - the field burial. 

 



 

  

Hill 60    

The scene of the most intense and savage fighting in the Ypres salient resulting in numerous 

awards for gallantry;  courage, bravery and faith itself, 2 recipients of the Victoria Cross on Hill 60 

went on to be ordained. Revd Theodore Bayley Hardy – award of the MC. 

Tunnelling and Mine warfare. The law of armed conflict – treatment of prisoners. Courage and 

inner faith – The Victoria Cross – Woolley VC, Geary VC Freedom Fighter or Terrorist? (WW2 

memorial). 

 

Langemarck German Cemetery   

A look at the war from the German perspective and at the symbolism of the cemetery itself  

to the German nation.  The impact of propaganda and its use to justify war. “Gott mitt Uns” – 

German belief that God was on their side. Ethos of German cemeteries – comparison with British. 

“Slaughter of the innocents” – 1914 battle of Langemarck. Use of the defeat of 1914 as a 

propaganda tool by the Nazis. Defeat and the desire for revenge. Death of Fr Willy Doyle in action 

1917. 

 

Tyne Cot   

Why we remember and the Glorification of War. The significance of remembrance and the need 

for a focal point for grieving relatives - “known unto god”;  the need for a physical focus for grief 

and the differing attitudes at the end of the war to remembrance. No known grave – why? The 

need of relatives to grieve and visit the battlefields. Sassoon’s objection to the glorification of war. 

Rudyard Kipling from patriot to bitter grieving father. Why carry on the last post ceremony today? 

 

Dinner in Ypres  
 
Last Post Ceremony 
 

• Depart for Calais   

• Inbound crossing  

• Arrive UK local time 

• Arrive at school approx. 
 

 


